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LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Sociology 4411: Problems and Issues in Theory

(Tues/Thurs 10-11:30, RB2025)

Course Coordinator:


Dr. Sharon-dale Stone, RB2038




    Tel: 343-8530; Email: sdstone@lakeheadu.ca

Co-instructors:
Dr. Rachel Ariss; Dr. Thomas Dunk;

Dr. Chris Southcott; Dr. Sharon-dale Stone;

Dr. Pamela Wakewich

This course is designed to explore the theoretical foundations of research by introducing students to a sampling of research problems currently being considered in the Department of Sociology. The course is divided into 5 sections, with each section taught by a different professor, to cover problems and issues related to: social change, with a focus on the impact of globalization in the circumpolar world; contemporary debates about class, culture and identity; structures of power as expressed through law, and categorization; theorizing gender, body, and sexuality; and identity politics with a focus on disabled identity.

Readings

A package of course readings can be purchased at the LU bookstore.

Additional readings are available on the internet. Those indicated with a * are available as a pdf. Download from the Library’s Electronic Journals webpage: http://atoz.ebsco.com/home.asp?Id=1790

Evaluation

Written assignments: 85% (see below)

Class participation:    15%

Students will be expected to complete one written assignment for each section of the course, to be marked by the professor who teaches the section. Additional details will be given in class.

Section 1 (Dr. Southcott)
15%

Section 2 (Dr. Dunk)

20%

Section 3 (Dr. Ariss)

15%

Section 4 (Dr. Wakewich)
20%

Section 5 (Dr. Stone)

15%

Schedule of Weekly Topics and Readings

January 4: Dr. Sharon-dale Stone

Course introduction.

Section 1- Dr. Chris Southcott: Sociology, Social Change, Globalization, and the Circumpolar World

This section of the course will attempt to examine the impact of globalization on a particular type of society – communities of the circumpolar world. It will evaluate the ability of contemporary sociological theoretical and conceptual frameworks to understand the forces of change in these types of communities. 

Since the 1980s we are have an increasing hesitancy of sociology to develop “meta-narratives” of social change. At the same time we have seen the development of a variety of new theoretical concepts to describe new emerging types of societies. Post-industrialism, post-modernism, high modernity, post-Fordism, and information society are terms we can not escape in recent sociological literature. One of the most popular terms is globalization. This section of the course will attempt to introduce both the reasons for the hesitancy of some sociologists to deal with the concept of social change, and examine in detail the concept of globalization as it applies to the circumpolar world.

January 9 Contemporary Sociology and Social Change

Ritzer, George. “Chapter Twelve”, in Modern Sociological Theory, 6th Ed., Toronto: McGraw-Hill, 2003, pp.411-448.

January 11 What is Globalization?

Giddens, Anthony. Runaway world : how globalization is reshaping our lives. New York : Routledge, 2000  Found at http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/events/reith_99/default.htm
January 16 Introduction to the Circumpolar World

Nuttal, Mark. 2000. The Arctic is Changing. Found at http://www.thearctic.is/articles/overviews/changing/enska/index.htm. Stefansson Arctic Institute, Akureyri, Iceland

January 18 Globalization, Social Change, and the Circumpolar World

Young, Oran and Einarsson, Niels. “Chapter 1 Introduction: Human Development Report” in The Arctic Human Development Report, 2004. Found at http://www.thearctic.is/AHDR%20chapters.htm

Section 2 - Dr. Thomas Dunk: Class, Culture and Identity

This section of the course will focus on recent debates about identity, especially regarding which variables are the most significant sources of identity in contemporary society and how these are or are not linked to economic, social, and cultural structures and processes. We will begin with the critique of the Marx-inspired arguments that class, defined in terms of economic position, is the primary determinant of identity and also the most significant source of oppression and exploitation in society. We will then discuss the responses to this critique. Issues that will be raised include (but are not limited to): competing definitions of class; the relationships between economic, social, and cultural categories (what defines or determines what?); whether or not non-class identities can be adequately accounted for by a reworking of Weber's notion of status group: the understanding of demands for equality from oppressed groups (as issues of recognition. redistribution, or something else?): the practical application of these debates to contemporary society.

January 23 - 25
Judith Butler, 1997. Merely Cultural. Social Text 15 (3 and 4): 265-277. *pdf

Nancy Fraser, 1997. Heterosexism, Misrecognition, and Capitalism: A Response to Judith Butler. Social Text 15 (3 and 4): 279-289. *pdf

January 30 - February 1
Anna Marie Smith, 2001. Missing Poststructuralism, Missing Foucault: Butler and Fraser on Capitalism and The Regulation of Sexuality. Social Text 19(2): 103-125. *pdf

February 6-8:
Nancy Fraser, 2000. Rethinking Recognition. New Left Review 3: 107-120. *pdf. Found at http://newleftreview.org/?page=article&view=2248 

Stephanie Lawlor, 2005. Introduction: Class, Culture and ldentity. Sociology 39(5): 797-806. *pdf

Section 3 - Dr. Rachel Ariss: Law, Power and Categories

This section of the course will consider the structures of power in society, and how these are expressed through law. We will see how this works through examples of social categorizations of women's reproductive bodies and of women as mothers. Do your readings before class, as you are expected to be able to discuss them. Ask yourself: how does this author understand power? how does this author understand law? how is this author's argument structured? what are this author's underlying theoretical assumptions?

February 13

Carol Smart, Ch 1, “The Power of the Law" in her Feminism and the Power of Law, Routledge: London, 1989 pp. 4 – 25.

February 15

Alan Hunt, "Legal Governance and Social Relations: Empowering Agents and the Limits of Law" in Micahel McNeil, Neil Sargent and Peter Swan, eds. Law, Regulation and Governance, Don Mills: Oxford University Press, 2002. pp. 54 – 77.

February 19-23 Reading Week Break

February 27

Carol Smart, Ch 5, “Law, Power and Women's Bodies" in her Feminism and the Power of Law, Routledge: London, 1989 pp. 90 – 113. (available from prof)

March 1

Marlee Kline, "Complicating the Ideology of Motherhood: Child Welfare Law and First Nations Women" in Martha A. Fineman and Isabel Karpin, eds. Mothers in Law: Feminist Theory and the Legal Regulation of Motherhood, New York: Columbia University Press, 1995. pp. 118 -141.

Section 4 - Dr. Pamela Wakewich: Theorizing Gender, Body and Sexuality

This section of the course will focus on contemporary debates on theorizing gender in relation to other subject positions, linking the body and embodiment to social theory, and queer theory.

March 6-8 Theorizing ‘Gender’

Andersen, Margaret L. (2005) "Thinking About Women: A Quarter Century's View." Gender & Society 19 (4):437-455. *pdf

Lorber, Judith (2000) "Using Gender to Undo Gender: A Feminist Degendering Movement." Feminist Theory 1(April):79-95. *pdf

March 13-15 Theorizing ‘The Body’
Howson, Alexandra (2004) The Body in Society: An Introduction. Ch1: “The Body in Everyday Life”, pp. 14-38.

Howson, Alexandra (2004) The Body in Society: An Introduction. Ch 5: “Regulating the Body”, pp. 120-139. (available from prof)

March 20-22 Theorizing ‘Sexuality’
Gamson, Joshua and Dawne Moon, (2004) “The Sociology of Sexualities: Queer and Beyond,” Annual Review of Sociology, 30:47-64. Found at http://arjournals.annualreviews.org/toc/soc/30/1

Section 5- Dr. Sharon-dale Stone: Theorizing Disabled Identity 

This section builds on concepts and issues examined in earlier parts of the course, including hegemonic culture, identity, categorization, and the body, to focus on the development of a disabled identity.

March 27-29

Janet Price & Margrit Shildrick. "Uncertain Thoughts on the Dis/abled Body." in Margrit Shildrick & Janet Price (eds.). Vital Signs: Feminist Reconfigurations of the Biological Body Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1998. Pp. 224-249.

Shelley Tremain. "On the Government of Disability." Social Theory and Practice 27 (4): 617-636 (October 2001).

April 3: Course Wrap-up

Reading TBA

